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mitted to good husbandmen, who would bring forth
good fruit in due season.11

The Pontiff took the new Empire under the special
protection of the Holy See. He commanded all the
Sovereigns of the West, and all the prelates of the
Church, archbishops, bishops, and abbots, to maintain
friendly relations with the new Latin kingdom, so im-
portant for the conquest of the Bast. He ratified the
revocation of the excommunication against the Vene-
tians by his Legate the Cardinal Peter. He declined,
indeed, to accede to the prayer of the Doge to be
released from his vow, from his obligation to follow the
Crusade to the Holy Land, on account of his great age
and feebleness; but the refusal was the highest flattery.
The Pope could not take upon himself to deprive the
army of the Cross of one endowed by God with such
exalted gifts, so valiant, and so wise: if the Doge
would serve God and his Church henceforth with the
same glorious ability with which he had served himself
and the world, he could not fail of attaining the highest
reward.

Innocent assumed at once the full ecclesiastical ad-
ministration. There was one clause in the compact
between the Franks and tho Venetians, which called
forth his unqualified condemnation; they had presumed
to seize the property of the Church, and after assigning
what they might think fit for the maintenance of the
clergy, to submit the rest to the same partition as the
other lands. This sacrilegious article the bishops and
the abbots in the army were to striv.e to annul with all
their spiritual authority; the Emperor and the Doge of
Venice were admonished to abrogate it as injurious to

Thit is from the letter to the Marquis of Montferrat, in the Gcsta, c. xcu.